oy sue 


The Complete REAL ESTATE Service 


For all your REAL ESTATE 
needs contact 


We specialise in property. 


SALES: Homes Units Land Town Houses Commercial Industrial Retail Tourism ¢ includ- 
ing Offices, Factories, Shopping Centres, Retail Premises, Motels, etc.) 


PROPERTY MANAGEMENT : We offer Professional management for investors, owners 


and property trusts - residential homes, units and commercial, industrial and retail properties. 


. PROJECT CONSULTANTS : Use our 40 years of Experience. Services include - organ- 
ising excellence in the planning of residential estates - medium density housing and commer- 
cial projects etc. We recommend proven protective covenants to ensure successful secure 
investments. 

Full planning and engineering services. 

We arrange JOINT VENTURES and DEVELOPMENT with GUARANTEED RETURNS. 
MANAGEMENT OF DEVELOPMENTS BASED ON SUCCESS. 


PROJECT MARKETING : Be in safe hands by employing our Group to market your develop- 
ment. We work as a team from start to finish providing experience and skill to advise on plan- 


ning, marketing presentation, etc. Our Project Marketing Division has sold over 


$200,000,000 of Residential Developments 


Enquire in confidence 


Phone (02) 9869 7266 
3 Carlingford Rd, EPPING 


Proudly sponsoring NSW Soccer 
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PEPSIs 


The most talented juniors 
in the State are gearing 
up for another assault on 
the Pepsi Super Youth 
League and the Pepsi 
Super Cadet League. 


Binesh Mudaliar previews this year’s 
competition over the next few weeks. 


The Pepsi Super Youth League and 
Super Cadet League are the elite competi- 
tions in New South Wales for the 13-16 
and 11-12 years age groups respectively. 

From the 4 March, teams from all 
Super League and NSW NSL clubs (except 
for Parramatta Power), will play 19 rounds 
of home and away matches before the 
final six play-off for the Pepsi premiership. 
This year’s Grand Final will be played on 
20 August. 

This week, we begin our preview the 
Pepsi youth leagues by looking at four of 
the Super Youth and Super Cadet combat- 
ants: Bonnyrigg White Eagles, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins, Northern Spirit, and 
the Fairfield Bulls. 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Home Ground: Serbian Centre, 
Bonnyrigg 


Products of the Youth System: Milan 
Crnokrak, Bobby Dragas, Rajko Mandic (all 
current first-graders with Bonnyrigg) 


The 1999 Season 
In 1999, Bonnyrigg juniors played their 
football in Division One of the Pepsi Youth 
League. The U11s suffered from a lack of 
players while no U12 team was fielded. 
The U13 team recorded draws in twelve 
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games to finish mid-table while Ryde City 
knocked the 14s out of the Premiership 
race. The best performed of all the grades 
was the U15 grand final side but the 16s 
could only manage 9 wins from 26 games 
to finish in the lower half of the table. 


The New Season 
With half of last season’s U11s graduating 
to the next grade, the 2000 season will see 
a brand new U11 side. The U13s are also a 
fresh outfit but according to Bonnyrigg 
youth boss, David Cachia, the 13s are the 
best chance of bringing a trophy back to 
the Serbian Centre this year. Six players 
from the 1999 U13 squad will suit-up for 
the 14s in 2000.The U15s have retained ten 
Bonnyrigg juniors with the rest of the 
squad coming from Clubs such as Marconi, 
Parramatta Eagles, and Ryde City. The exo- 
dus of numerous players from the 1999 
U15 side and disciplinary problems has left 
question marks over the U16s. 


Pre-season Highlights 

Fitness is the flavour of the month at 
Bonnyrigg. The Super Youth League sides 
have been pounding up and down the 
Milperra Hills, weaving in and out of the 
grandstands at the Serbian Centre, and 
doing a lot of sprint work. Trial games have 
also been organised prior to the March 4 
kick-off. 


Stars of the Future 

e A few of the Cadets to watch are Nathan 
Young, Anthony Cannuli, Ryan Dewberry, 
Julio Rubio, Anthony Grima, Agostino 
Cavasinni, George Younan, Jermaine 
Pereira, and Trevor Rohwer. 

e “A heart as big as Phar Lap’s” has been 
used to describe U/13s midfielder Ben 
Gough. 

° U15s striker Michael Wood is the out- 
standing youth player at Bonnyrigg. A 


ONIC Y 


“one-minded goal machine”. 
° Jared Bileija is a“dynamite tackler” for the 
15s: 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
Home Ground: Christie Park, North 
Ryde 


The New Season 
Glamour Club Northern Spirit makes their 
debut in the Pepsi Super Youth League and 
Pepsi Super Cadet League in 2000. The 
hype generated from Northern Spirit’s 
National League side has flowed to the 
youth teams with an average of 75 players 
travelling from far and wide to trial for 
each of the grades. The likes of Club big- 
wigs Matt Bingley, Ian Crook, Robbie Enes, 
Clayton Zane (now with Molde of 
Norway), and Phil Moss partook in the 
finalising of squads for each of the grades. 


Pre-season Highlights 

Each team at Northern Spirit, from the 
National League superstars to the raw tal- 
ent of the ulls, is taught the Ajax Playing 
System. Thus each youth team at Christie 
Park during the pre-season campaign has 
been familiarising themselves with spread- 
ing the field when attacking, condensing 
the field when defending, positional and 
zone concepts etc. 

Further to this, players had elements of 
their game such as speed, agility, stamina, 
and attitude recorded in a personal profile. 
Players were then handed positions 
according to the readings in their profile. 

The under-16s loom as early competi- 
tion favourites after recruiting 10-11 play- 
ers from the 1999 U15 State Champions, 
Gladesville-Hornsby. 


Stars of the Future 

¢ The 14s are shaping up as a team with a 
lot of flair and pace. The versatile Carlo 
Rubbino is adept playing up forward or 
making marauding runs down the left- 
wing. 

¢ Dominic Rossi (striker) and Kristian 
Shepherd (midfielder) were both NSW 
U/14 representatives at the 1999 
Friendship Games, and will team-up in 
the 15s this season. 

° Spirit has also introduced the concept of 


OUTH 


Club Captains in their youth set-up. It is 
the job of these Captains (chosen from 
the U16 squad) to act as role models for 
the younger members of the outfit. This 
season, the honour was given to Alex 
Wilkinson and Lloyd Robson, two indi- 
viduals with inherent qualities of born- 
leaders. 


MANLY WARRINGAH DOLPHINS 


Home Ground: Cromer Park 

Famous Products of the Youth System: 
Lucas Neill (Millwall and Australia U23), 
Dylan MacAllister (Sydney Olympic and 
Australia U17), Danny Townsend (scored in 
the 1999 NSL Grand Final for Sydney 
United), Gary Van Egmond (Ex-Socceroo 
and now a youth coach at Northern 
Spirit), Ian Gray (Ex-Socceroo and now a 
coach at Parramatta Power) 7 


The 1999 Season 
The U11 Dolphins, by virtue of reaching 
the playoffs, were the best performed of 
the youth sides in 1999. The rest of the 
grades all performed poorly but Manly 
Youth Coordinator, Mark Gale, explains 
that there were several positive aspects to 
the season.The standard of play by the 12s 
was not reflected in their lowly finish, the 
13s finished strongly by remaining unde- 
feated in their last 9 games, the 15s could 
not finish off their good work in front of 
goals and hence lost a lot of close games, 
while the 16s good start to the campaign 
was tarnished by their mid-season winless 
streak. ait 
wi : Pr “ ae 7 
The New Season ; Leste NSN Dia 8 
The entire squad of the 11s and 12s are ot oot ae ER is eo ; 
from the local Manly district with the 12s fn poe Ro ‘ 
drawing players from Clubs such as 
Mosman, CC Strikers, Wakehurst, and 
Pittwater. The Super Youth League sides all 
have a very high retention rate of players. 
The gaps in the squads have been plugged 
with recruits from  Kur-ring-gai, 
Gladesville, Ryde City, and Central Coast. 
The star recruit for the Dolphins U16s is 
attacking midfielder Ben Jenke. Australian- 
born Ben comes to Manly from the 
Wolverhampton Wanderers Colts in 
England. 


Pre-season Highlights 


February 10, 2000 ® Vol 9, Issue 6 e Super Soccer ° 5 


The 11s and 12s have concentrated on 
technique and Coerver training (see 
http://www.soccernsw.com.au/coerver.ht 
ml for more detail) during the build-up to 
the new season. The 13s and 14s also train 
with a lot of Coerver but tactical apprecia- 
tion is also an added aspect of their play. 
The 15s and 16s training involves a lot 
more physical work and road runs are not 
an uncommon sight at Cromer Park. 


Stars of the Future 

¢ Matt Simon is a member of the New 
South Wales Institute of Sport (NSWIS) 
and will be vital in midfield for the U14s 
this season. 

e Andrew Frith’s exceptional athleticism 
will prove a handful for opposition 
defenders in the U15 competition this 
season. ; 
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¢ Between the sticks for the 16s is the 
highly talented Michael Frost. 


FAIRFIELD BULLS 


Home Ground: Nineveh Soccer Field, 
Edensor Park 


The 1999 Season 

In 1999, there was no Fairfield representa- 
tive in the Cadet League. The ulls partici- 
pated in Division One of the Southern 
Districts competition while there was no 
U12s team to speak of. The 13s, 14s, 15s, 
and 16s played their football in Youth 
Division One with all teams missing out on 
a finals appearance. 


The New Season 
In 2000, the Bulls will field teams in all age- 
groups of the Pepsi Super Youth League 


and the Pepsi Super Cadet League. 
However, player retainment has been fairly 
low due to the Division One standing of 
1999 and also the fact that the Club strug- 
gled with junior numbers last season. 


Stars of the Future 

° The 12s have in Jimmy Psarianos, one of 
the quickest players in NSW youth foot- 
ball. Jimmy is a state representative run- 
net. 

e Nestor Aguilar, Jonathon Odisho, and 
Vincent Vurchio were members of the 
NSW U/12 Indoor Soccer team that 
defeated Queensland to win the 1999 
National Championships, and the trio will 
suit-up for the 13s this season. Other 
well-credentialled indoor players include 
Henry Fernandez, Marc Gane, and George 
Grasso. 


LAST WORD 


with Parramatta Eagles’ Jason Holmes 


When was the last time you ..... 


Scored a goal? 


A penalty in 1998. 


Prayed? 

When Bankstown spanked us in last year’s Grand 
Final. When the goals kept coming, I prayed they 
wouldn’t get 10 against us! 


Went on holiday? 


I had a trial honeymoon in Queensland last year. 


Fell about laughing? 


Watching my team shoot. 


Had a good night out? 

Every time I’m out with the Melita boys and anyone 
else who wants a drink. 

Were mistaken for someone else? 


Nearly every day - for Ronald McDonald. 


Had a run-in with a team mate? 


Every time I let in a goal! 
Why don’t they score more instead?! 
Swapped shirts with an opponent? 


I only swap shirts with my fiancée - anyone else’s 
smells too much! 
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MACARTHUR RAMS v 
CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE 


Lynwood Park, 5 February 

Macarthur Rams 2 (OG 10’, | McDonald 
73’) - Canterbury Marrickville 3 (P 
loannou 50’, S Christoforidis 62’, 65’) 
Macarthur Rams: Peter Munsie, Ben 
Willard, Martin Bourke, Matthew O’Shea 
(Colin McAusland), lan McDonald, Paul 
Benvetzen (Graeme Goodfellow), Eric 
Williams, Danial Cummins, Gary Newall, 
Richard Lloyd (Anthony Judge) 15 Chad 
Bishop 

SUBS NOT USED: Chad Taylor, 
Clayton 

Shots: 11 

Corners: 8 


Dale 
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by Mark Fowler 


Free kicks: 7 
Cautions: Paul Benvenltzen 32’, Danial 
Cummins 44’ 
Canterbury Marrickville: Frank Mikuletic, 
Michael Raeburn, Simon Fedele (Patrick 


Galloway), Zoran lIlic (Jason Oldridge), 
Jose Mendes, Scott Wells, Steve 
Christoforidis, Jim Nikas, Angelo 


Markopoulos, Aheleas Kotsopoulos, Joe 
Ferraro (Peter loannou) 
SUBS NOT USED: Jose Bello Amigo 
Rudi Nasser 

Shots: 17 

Corners: 9 

Free kicks: 9 

Cautions: Steve Christoforidis 44’ 

Referee: Nick Conditsis 

Super Soccer rating: 4 


dare nigice 


Steve Christoforidis scored twice in just 
minutes to give Canterbury 
Marrickville their fourth win in five games 
with a 3-2 victory at Lynwood Park on 
Saturday night. 

Christoforidis, who had been booked 
needlessly in the first half, scored his first 
after 62 minutes to give his team the lead 
for the first time in the game, and his sec- 
ond on 65 minutes after some good 
approach work by Aheleas Kotsopoulos. 

The goal that gave the Berries a 2-1 
lead came following some good pressure 
by Canterbury Marrickville, as 
Christoforidis let the ball come across his 
body.An attempted tackle saw it fall nice- 
ly to the big number 9, and he drilled the 
ball home with his usual efficiency. 


three 


5 didn Tel Aas Wha Nr Bg 


Aheleas Kotsopoulos wonders which ball Paul Bentvelzen will kick!? 


Three minutes later Kotsopoulos did 
well on the flank, and his cross was again 
dispatched with some ease to make it 3-1» 

The Rams tried desperately to get back 
into the game, and just three minutes 

after Christoforidis’ second 
should have pulled one back. 

Eric Williams, who once again per- 
formed tirelessly, showed great skill to set 
up Ian McDonald, who fired over when 
well placed. 

The miss was made even more impor- 
tant when just two minutes later exactly 
the same combination worked together to 
make it 3-2. Williams beat two players 
before threading the ball through, and this 
time McDonald made no mistake, slotting 
the ball past the advancing Frank 
Mikuletic. McDonald spent part of last sea- 
son on loan to Rockdale, despite scoring 
four early season goals for the Rams, and 
he could well start to net regularly now he 
has broken his duck for the season. 

With just three minutes remaining 
Christoforidis was denied his hat-trick by 
Rams goalkeeper Peter Munsie, who saved 
well. The ball rebounded back onto the 
knee of the striker though, and unfortu- 
nately for him bounced over the crossbar. 
It would have been the worst hat-trick 
goal ever, although the striker would have 
accepted it with glee! 

Substitute Patrick Galloway should 
have sealed the game with the clock 
showing 90 minutes, but once again 


they 


Munsie saved well, blocking two efforts. 
Munsie, a former Australian schoolboys 
goalkeeper, looked solid all night and the 
Rams appear to have filled what could 
have been a huge hole with the loss of 
John Crawley to Sydney United. 

Deep into injury time Mikuletic was 
unable to gather a deep cross from the left- 
hand side, but although the ball was head- 
ed back across goal it was a Berries boot 
that cleared the ball to safety. 

The game had started all so differently 
for Canterbury Marrickville, as on a hot 
night they went a goal down after just 10 
minutes. A corner for the Rams saw the 
unfortunate Jose Mendes, once again 
among his team’s best, head into his own 
net under pressure from a Rams attacker. 

Given that start, and the fact that 
Canterbury Marrickville had capitulated 
against St George after going a goal down, 
many felt that the same could happen 
again. Full credit to them though, as despite 
that start, and losing Simon Fedele through 
injury when the ex-Rams player was look- 
ing at his best, they never panicked. In fact, 
the movement they showed throughout 
was good to watch, and although the 
Berries have lost a number of good players 
they appear to have been replaced with 
some promising youngsters. 

After 30 minutes Mendes, looking to 
atone for his error, shot weakly when well 
placed, before a free kick just two minutes 
later was deflected wide after Macarthur’s 


Paul Benveltzen had committed a free kick 
on the edge of the box. 

The Berries then started the second 
half superbly, Kotsopoulos being unable to 
finish after just two minutes had passed, 
while Jimmy Nikas, who looked sharp up- 
front, set up Christoforidis who was unable 
to get a clean strike on the ball. It was no 
surprise therefore when the visitors even- 
tually made it 1-1 - substitute Peter loannou 
finishing superbly from 20 metres out. 

Macarthur Coach Brian Dene was dis- 
appointed after the game, although still 

delighted with the contribution of his 
young players. He admitted that consisten- 
cy was something the Rams were lacking, 
and that they had won the ball a number of 
times but gave it straight back to the oppo- 
sition. 

“We played well for the first third and 
the last third,” said Dene, “but in the middle 
third they scored three goals. We didn’t 
play the ball wide, and too often played the 
ball back into the area we had just come 
from. 

Dene nominated the impressive Gary 
Newall as his team’s best, although he must 
have been concerned at the huge gaps that 
Canterbury Marrickville were able to 
exploit to such devastating effect. 

Like Macarthur the Berries lost a fine 
goalkeeper to Sydney United, with Steve 
Tolios making the move into the National 
League, but they recruited well with the 
signing of ex-Leichhardt Tigers goalkeeper 
Frank Mikuletic. 

The return of fit-again striker Jimmy 
Nikas is like having a new signing - on his 
day Nikas being one of the very best in 
Super League. With Christoforidis again fir- 
ing up-front the Berries are a team who 
can cause some more upsets before the 
season finishes. 

Coach John Xipolitas was a naturally 
pleased man, and felt that in contrast to 
Dene his team HAD got the ball out wide. 
He said his team had played very well, and 
that he had seen good things from his 
Canterbury Marrickville side. 

“We didn’t panic when we went a goal 
down...we kept playing and I was very 

pleased,’ said Xipolitas. 

Xipolitas’ team entertain league leaders 
Leichhardt Tigers on Sunday in what 
should be a cracker, while the Macarthur 
Rams will travel to a Parramatta Eagles side 
still smarting from their 6-1 defeat at 
Bonnyrigg last week. 
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GRU) SUPER LEAGUE 


Team Colours 


Black with 
Red/Yellow/Green trim 


Coach: Stan Ackerley 


1. LUKE MARTIN — 
11. ALLAN PICKEN - 
22. IVAN NECEVSKI 


STEVE ANDREWS 
KARIM BALLOOT 
GREG COLLINS | 
LEIGH CROSS 
STEVE DIMOVSKI 
JON HAWKINS 
DANIEL LOWNDS. 
GLENN MACPHERSON 
PAUL PETROVSKI 
ADAM PIPER 
MICK RENNY 
NICK RYAN 
JASON SCIBERRAS 
GARTH ee 
MARK TO 
ALAN WOROBIE) 
ROBERT WOZNICZKA 
COACHS: DAVID CLOSE AND 
TONY STAMBOULE 


Luke Martin 
Steve Sweeney 
Kaan Davies 
Ben Wright 
Martin Driene 
Bob Casserly 
Chris Ackerley 
Danny Hinton 
10. Richard Astone 
11. Allan Picken 
15. Anthony Driene 
16. Jason Lewis 
18. Jonathon Grima 
22. Ivan Necevski 


O10 SOS Sui 


Sandro Borsato, Brett Buckpitt, 


Simon Casserly, Paul Cleary, 


Greg Collins, Shane Crampton, 


John Grant, Garth Tehliwec, 


Greg Thomas, Alan Worobiej, and 


Robert Wozniczka. 


SUTHERLAND 
1. AMIR AJANOVIC 
2. SCOTT ALLISON 
3. MARC BARIC 
4. DAVID CAVACO. 
5. STEVE KAROVSK! 
6. LEIGH MAGRI 
7. MARK NOSWORTHY 
8. ORIEL PEREZ 
9. DEAN SIMPSON 
10. ANDREW SMITH 
11, TROY SPINK 
12. NATHAN TRAJCEVSKI 
13. ANDREW VRAHAS 
COACH: STEWART PORTER 


Penrith Panthers 


would like to thank the following sponsors... 


RS SHARKS 


1. Dennes Olla 

2. Adam Daley 

3. David Tedesco 
4. Clint Harrod 

5. Eduardo Giraldo 
6. Hakon Carlsson 
7. Con Paradisis 

8. Cord Tolson 

9. Ali Salim 

10. Matt Merralls 
11. Kris Karanasos 
12. Craig Hobbs 
13. Jimmy Corbo 
14. Malcolm Bideau 
15. Phil Wurth 

16. Dejan Ristovski 
17. Aaron Harris 


1. ‘MARK MIJAS 
Bee GUS ORCAJO 
ee). DANIEL WELLS” < 


4. PEARCE ‘MCGUINESS — 


5. LUKE. BOYD — 


6. SIMON EMMANUEL it Base 
7. DARRIN ROBERTSON By 78 


8. ‘MATTHEW SUMEGHY 
9. JOHNNY CHAVEZ 
10. ULAS AVSAR 
11. ASHLEY DE'ABEL — 


12. ADAM KOZLOWSKI 


13. WASSIM BALLOOT 
14. ERCAN TOPAL 
15. GEOFF MENDHAM 
16. DENIS ILIC 
23. OWEN RODGERS ~ 
24. JIMMY PANOPOULOS 
COACH: JOSE DJALO 


Panthers World of Entertainment, Glenmore Park Realty, 
Prospect Credit Union, Good Guys, Clarendon Homes 


SUTHERLAND SHIRE 


Team Colours 


White Shirt with Blue trim 
Black Shorts 
Black Socks with 


white band 
Coach: John Lavin 


SUTHERLAND 
1. JONATHAN MCCALLUM 
2. JOE ARCIDIACONO. 
3. NATHAN BARRECA 
4, CHRIS CVETKOVSKI 
5, GEORGE GALOUZIS 
6. TIMOTHY JESUS 
7. BEN KASZNIK — 
8. RAY KELLY — 

9, JOEL KOTAMANIDIS 
10. JAYSON PETROU 
11. SAM RAFIQUE 
12. JOSE SANCHEZ 
13. MATHEW TOOGOOD 
14. ANDREW WALES 
15. NANA WIAFE 
COACH: ALEX BAIRD 


Home Ground: Andrews Road Field, Andrews Road, Penrith 
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Team Colours 


White shirts/red trim 
White shorts/red trim 
White socks 


Coach: Joe Watson 


FAIRFIELD 
1, SEAN CAHILL 
2. CHARLIE AKLE 
8, GELVIN SHUKUR 
4. GARRY MYLES 
! 4AN CUNEEN 
6. JOSHUA VLAHOS 
7. JOE Sane 4 


. ZAI jo. 
10. DAVID D'URSO 
11. EDVIN SEJRANOVIC 
12, ROCKY SARKIS 
13. JOHN MENZAGOPIAN 
_ 15. PETER CARBONE 
16. NENOS BOBO 
17. ALLAN WAWI_ 


- COACH: DANNY ABBOUD 


. Dragon Pupovac 

. Chris Giometti 

. Phil Treharn 

. Damien Luksic 

. Michael Vrankovic 

. Salvatore Larocca 

. George Zabetakis 

. Paul Bourke 

. Mark Hoenselaars 
10. Matthew Borg 

11. Darren locca 

14. Roman Nikolic 
15. Michael Cavallaro 
16. Milan Savic 

20. Sean Cahill 

22. Fernando Pelligrino 
23. DeVrim Huseyin 


OMANOOARWN — 


1. PETER DOUGHENEY 
2. BARRY-JON VAN WYK 
3. ANTHONY SURACE 
4, ADAM WILD 
5. PAUL NERO 
6. TIGRAN HAROUTIOUNIAN 
7. CHRIS STUBBS-MILLS 
8. GAVIN YATES 
9. PAUL HAYDEN 
10. JUSTIN JONES 
41. ANTHONY MARTIN 
12. VINCE BAGNATO 
13. OLIVER GOMM 
14. ANDREW KING 
15. ALEXANDER SCRIVEN 
16. ANTHONY TALLADIRA 
17. STEPHEN VISKI 
21. ADAM FROST. 

22. ROBERT WATSON 
COACH: ERIC VAN WYK 


SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


Ss 


Dean McCreath 
Andre Glucina 
Sean Robertson 
Kelvin Foster 
Martin Ranaldi 
Thomaz Mikulski 
David Kuhn 
Keith Long 
9. Mark Beldham 
10. Scott McGuire 
12. Marten Jagers 
13. Robert Smithies 
14. Christian Wheeler 
15. Steve Hickman 
16. Matt Godwin 
17. Timothy Wilson 


SN OO ON = 


4. PAUL ‘MCDERMOTT 
5. HAYDEN SCHNEIDER 
6. PETER CARBONE 
7, PHILLIP BADOLATO 
8. SARGON GERWAGIS | 
9. DIEGO GOURGUES _ 
10. STEPHEN GALLARDO 
11. ADAM SAMUEL — 
12. TIM DURIC 


14. STAVROS AR ARLEN) 


i EYOU 
20. Nick BUCCIARELLI 


COACH: SAM ISAAC 


Fairfield 


BULLS 


Proudly sponsored by 


Assyrian Australian Association 


Nineveh Club Limited 
Home Ground: Nineveh Club Soccer Field, 673 Smithfield Road, Edensor Park 


Team Colours 


Colour Red 


Coach: Tony Pezzano 


1. MICHAEL STEELL 
2. MARK SZEWCZYK 
3. JOHN DRIVAS 
4. CRAIG GOSLING 
5. SHAHAB KARGARIAN 
6. BOGDSAV DURDEVIC 
7. JAMES SHARKEY 
8. BEN POGUE 
9. WILSON TERUZZI 
10. GARTH MORING 
11, DANIAL NERO 
12. IVAN TOMAS 
13. KIAVASH SEIAR 
14. ASHLEY SHORT 
15. STIVEN KOSTANIC 
16. CHRISTOPHER WATSON 
17. LEE EVERSON 
18. ABRAHAM AROYAN 
19. MILOS MALATINEC 
COACH: GRAEME COHEN 
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fUN06) SUPER LEAGUE 


Pluim Park - Saturday 12 February - Kick Off 7.00pm 


1. Gary Meier 

2. Shaun Matthews 
3. Marcus Steele 
4. Mark Drysdale 
5. Adam Peatey 

6. Steve Cutler 

7. Peter Preston 
8. Shane Knight 
ceed 9. Nathan Byrn 

: 10. Paul Roberts 
11. Peter Ritchie 
12. Wes Bennett 
13. Brent Demery 
14. Aaron Binskin 
16. Ryan Marshall 
17. Brett Jaeger 
18. Mitchell Daley 
19. Stuart Sontag 
22. Darren Moore 


UNDER 21’S 


1. MATT COLLITS 
2. TRAVIS MAUDE 
3. DAVID CHANNELS 
4. DAN MORRIS 
5. NICK PURER 
6. MICK COATES 
7. STEPHEN BECH 
8. DANE HOKIN 
9. DANIEL SURRIDGE 
10. CAL ROPER 
11. RYAN MCKENDRICK 
12. SHAUN BREWER 
COACH: ANDREW OLLIER 


1. JAMES ADAMO 
2. RYAN TOOMBS 
3. ANTHONY CARLINO ¢ 
4. JOHNNY FOTIADIS 
5. BEN PROCTOR 
6. DAISUKE NAKAYAMA 
7. JAMIE DANASKOS 
8. SASHA SIMONOVSKI 
9. ANTHONY ADAMO 
10. LUKE CAIRNEY 
11. ZLATE KUZMANOVSK! 
12. DAVID HOFIERKA 
14. SHANE MERCER 
15. DAVID O’HAN 
16. BRAD CAMPBELL 
17. PETER ANDRIOTIS 
COACH: TREVOR TROTMAN 


Les Bihari 
George Maglis 
Simon Verrender 
Nick Bolianitis 
Michael Kladis 
Mark Brennan 
Max Sevares 
Cameron Watson 
Angelo Petratos 

. Jim Bakis 

. Elias Augerinos 

. Matthew Galea 

. Billy Petrovski 

. Stefan Janic 


CON UCI OO Ok 


—-=- © 
=o°- 


. Manuel Papageorgiou 
. Alex Leris 
. Stacy Alogdellis 


Se en ee 
NO orf WD 


nN 
oO 


1. SCOTT HORVATT 
2. SCOTT JONES 
3. NICK MORRIS 
4. MICHAEL COOK 
5. JASON DONNELLY 
6. JASON MCMINIMEE 
7. MARC FALZON 
8. SHANE MCPARLAND 
9. PETER FALLA 
10. NICK WELLS 
11. JAMES PERRY 
12. JEFF HALL 
13. STEPHEN RAYNER 
14. DAVID BREWER 
15. PETER LEARY 
16. JUSTIN SELKIRK 
17. NATHAN CARMODY 
20. DANIEL KENNEDY 
COACH: JOHN MCLAFFERTY 


. Archilleas Markopoulos 


CENTRAL COAST COASTIES | 


Wish to thank our sponsors: 


3.00pm 


1, JOSEPH MEOLI 
2. MOHSEN DIA 
3. ROSS DIBIAS! 
4. MOHAMMED EL-REDA 
5. ONUR GUYSU 
6. GLEN HENRY 
7. TOMCE JANUSEVSKI 
8. MATTHEW JONES 
9. DONNY KULEVSK! 
10. TAREK MADANI 
11. NEIL MELVILLE 
12. GEORGE NASTEVSKI 
13. NICK NIKOLOVSKI 
14. ANDREW SPATA 
15. ANTONIO SARRIS 
16, ROBERT TASSONE 


17. CARLOS VELENZUELA 


COACH: NEIL RHODES 


Home Ground: Pluim Park, T uge erab Street, Lisarow 
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SUPER LEAGUE 


Gabhie Stadium 


Saturday 12 February - Kick Off 7.00pm 


Blacktown City 


Team Colours 


Red & White/Black Shirts 
Black Shorts 
Black Socks 

Coach: Brian Brown 


1, NATHAN REID 
2. LEE MAYBERRY 
3. RUSSELL HALL 
4. JON PRZYDACZ 
§. CLINT MAYBERRY 
6. MAT BROWN 
7. ROLAND WEBER 
8. NATHAN WYNNE 
9. ADAM KWASNIK 
10. FILLIPE BACCAN 
12, ROD HUTCHINSON 
COACH: TOM MCMORROW 


Fernando Greco 
Paul Yates 

Steve Riches 
Damien Foxe 
Chris Bradley 
Damon Langan 
Paul Dee 

Peter Sermani 

9. Mark Hagger 

10. Jason Bennett 
11. Damien Brown 
14. Brendan Salameh 
15. Paul Marosevic 
16. Sean Lane 

17. Matthew. Lowe 
18. Paul Richardson 
19. Naoki Imaya 

20. Nathan Reid 


SONoarhon > 


Si 
FEDERATI 


NEHAD MOSHE 


2. DAMIR ABDURAHMANOVIC 


4. JAVIER GELOS 
5. STEVAN ANTONIC 
6. LUKE SALKELD 
7. JOHN DI FRANCESCO 
8. JOVICA NOVAKOVIC 
9. ALEX VESELINOVIC 
10. MATTHEW PEARMAN 
11. FABIAN VEGAS 
12. DANIEL MORIN 
13. BRIAN SMITH 
14. LEON CHARALAMBOUS 
15. DANIEL KUZIOW. 
COACH: DANNY BLANUSA 


Home Ground: Gabbie Stadium, Quinn hone Seven Hills 


Bonnyrigg 


DEMONS W/EAGL 


Sasha Bozic 

Sasha Utjesenovic 
Ben Green 

Bobby Dragas 

Milan Crnokrak 
David Reid 

Javier Mancino 
David Harding 

Leigh Gunn 

10. Johnny Ghisso 

11. Paul Candelori 

12. Tayfun Devrimol 

14. Michael Hawrysiuk 
15. Stewart Van Bentum 
16. James Warburton 
17. Konrad Leski 

18. Rajko Mandic 

19. Aydin Cetinay 

20. Trinity Allen 


DAS |G) Oe IN 


ed 


UNDER 138’S 


1. JAMES WILKINSON 
2. TOM CHARLTON 
3, MAT ENGELE 
4, BRETT MASON 
5. RYAN NOBLE 
6. MICHAEL CHAMPION 
7. MAT O'DONOHUE 
8. MAT WILLS 
9. NAJ HADDID 
10. MARCUS FROST 
11. FERUCCIO HANZA 
12. TOM QUILTY 
14. MITCH FRASER 
15. IAN ALBERT-THENET 
16. ROGER GALAYINI 
17. OMAR MAKKI 
18. STEVE BAVEAS 
19. RYAN HALL 
COACH: RANDELL EASTHORPE 


Team Colours 


White Shirts-Blue trim 
White Shorts-Blue trim 
White Socks 
Coach: John Turner 


3.00pm 


1. ALI AKBAL 
2. MARKO KLEUT 
3. MANUEL KALLIANIS 
4. MIROSLAV SEKULJICA 
5. ANDREW GADDES 
6. ARIF HUSEYIN 
7, TROY MCCOLL 
8. WALTER CHIACCHIO 
9. DARRELL FERNANDES 
10. MICHAEL WEST 
11. SASHA MILOSAVLJEVIC. 
12. DANIEL BORG 
13, DON CARENZA 
14. SEAN MCARTHY 
15, STEPHEN NELIGAN 
16, HENRY SCHAPERS 
17. MILAN TAMBURIC 
18. UROS VUKELIC 
19. CARLOS CUTIERREZ 
20, LUIS ESCALANTE 
COACH: VIC ELLUL 


w\ 


ees” 
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GRRE sSuPER LEAGUE 


Melita Stadium - Saturday 12 February - Kick Off 7.00pm 


Macarthur 


1. Jason Holmes 

2. Scott Xuereb 

3. Geoff Dwyer 

4. Mark Reveley 

5. Malcolm Meilak 

6. Tom Bazdaric 

7. Anthony Panzarino 

8. Alex Trpkoski 

9. Adam Anderson 

10. Anthony Mittiga 

11. Nikolce Joseski 

12. George Wakim 

13. Glen Meilak 

14. Stephen Chips 

| White and Red Shirts} 15. Ben Delicata 
Red Shorts | 20. Michael Xuereb 

White and Red Socks | 

Coach: Roberto Viera 


Team Colours 


1. Peter Munsie 

2. Graeme Goodfellow 
3. Ben Willard 

4. Gary Attard 

5. Martin Bourke 

6. Matthew O’Shea 
7. lan McDonald 

8. Paul Bentvelzen 
9. Eric Williams 

10. Adrian Macerola 
11. Danial Cummins 
12. Gary Newall 

13. Colin McAusland 
14. Richard Lloyd 
15. Chad Bishop 

16. Tony Judge 

18. Wes Horne 

19. Dale Clayton 


* Please note that the allocated numbers of the Under-21 and Under-18 teams will vary. 


Team Colours 


White/Maroon & Grey Shirts 
White & Maroon/Grey Shorts 
Maroon & Maroon/Grey 
Socks 


Coach: Brian Dene 


1. DANIEL FARIAS 
2. ADRIAN MEILAK 
3. DANIEL BORG 
4. DANIEL CELESTINO 
5. BEN SHORT 
6. BRADLEY MOORE 
7. ALEX MUSCAT 
8. DAVID MANSUETO 
9. BOBBY MARANGON 
10. DANIEL MITTIGA 
11. DAMIAN HARDIMAN 
12. DANIEL DI LORETO 
13, EDUARDO CASTRO 
14, DAVID OZACARDI 
15. JEFFREY FONSECA 
20. MICHAEL XUEREB 
| COACH: TAM FINLAYSON 


2. SIMON VALE 
3. GARY VAN DIGGELE | 
4, BENJAMIN MAILER 
5. GREGG JACKSON 
6. ADAM MANSUETO 
7. TROY STONE 
8. SAMUEL NOTT 
9. ALIOUNE NDIAYE 
10. MICHAEL DEBONO 
11. ANTUN BRCIC 
| 12. DANIEL TOSOLINI 
| 13. NIKOLA NACOVSKI 
14. MATTHEW OSMAN 
| 15. SIMON ZAHRA 
| 16. TUMAY BEHA 
| 


| 
| 1. PAUL BAYLEY 
| 
| 


17. NATHAN SPINKS 
20. STEPHEN SALIBA 
COACH: SASHA BOSKOVSKI 


Proudly sponsored by 
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GUE ROUND 6 D6 


Team Colours 


White Shirts 

Blue Shorts 

Blue Socks 
Coach: John Xipolitas 


_ 6, ANTHONY FALAS 
7, PATRICK GALLOWAY 
8. JOEL DONNELLY 


9. CON STAVERIS 
10. GONCALO GUEDES 
11. JOHN TESTONE 
12, ANDREAS SOUFERLIS 
COACH: ARTHUR KAZAS 


Nitespot 


1. Frank Mikuletic 

2. Michael Raeburn 

3. Adrian Molachino 

4. Simon Fedele 

5. Matthew Percy 

6. Zoran llic 

7. Jose Mendes 

8. Scott Wells 

9. Steve Christoforidis 
10. Jim Nikas 

11. Angelo Markopoulos 
12. Terry Sidiratos 

13. Aheleas Kotsopoulos 
14. Joe Ferraro 

15. Rudi Nasser 

16. Adrian Vizzari 

17. Robert Jerkovic 

18. Vince Condoluci 

19. Patrick Galloway 

20. Jose Bello Amigo 
21. Danny Giorgokopoulos 
22. Michael Tsigolis 

23. Terry Palapanis 


LEICHHARDT 
1. JAMES MEYER 
2, MOHAMMED MUSLEMANI 
3. TOM CORTE 
4. DAVID PROVAN 
5. JOHN PAUL BOUTROS 
6, RICKY WARD 
7. ADRIAN D'ONOFRIO 
8. ANGUS GOODRICK 
9. PAUL LOMBARDO 
10. BRETT MURRAY 
COACH: BILLY MCCOLL 


Electronics 


SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


s 


“KNOSSOS” NAPF oxKosmos® o 


Leading Greek Bi-Weekly Newspaper 


1. Shaun Woods 

2. Fabio Macolino 
3. Blago Milicevic 
4. Andrew Dowling 
5. Michael Galluzzo 
6. Vuko Tomasevic 
7. Chris Lansdown 
8. James Stubbs-Mills 
9. David James 

10. Joe Bruni 

11. Steve Karavatakis 
12. Andrew Nicol 
13. Mite Talcevski 
14. Zoki Adioski 

15. Greg Fuchs 

16. Anthony Tesoro 
17. Chris Cowley 
18. Yane Talcevski 
19. Andrew Nolan 
20. Mark Catelli 
21. Andrew Falas 
22. Joshua Bulgin 
30. David Apps 


CANTERBURY 
1. TRISTIAN TULLOCK 
2. PAUL REPETI 
3. DENNIS DUNDOVIC. 
4. SCOTT THOMPSON 
5. DANIEL VELUANVSKI 
6. ANTONY MERSIADES, 
7. JONATHAN VAVASIS 
8. MATT CULLA 
9. DAVID GIRALDO 
10. ZADEN JOSE-SANDAISSI 
11. MARKO GALANTE 
12. EMIL FADEL 
13. CHRIS KLAFAS 
14. AIDAN MCBARRON 
15. ARTHUR KAVGAS 
16. CHRIS CARMONA 
17, NICK KUZMANOSKI 
18. KLIME VELJANVSKI 
19. PHILLIP ZABAKS 
20. STUART VELLA 
COACH: IAN RAEBURN 


Canterbury Berries 


Proudly sponsored by... 


DERGse 
HOLESALE) PTY. LTD. 


Home ground : Henson Park, Sydenham Road/Centennial Street, Marrickville 


LYMPIcC 


AIRWAYS 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS 


SOCCER CLUB 


Team Colours 


White Shirts 
White Shorts 
White Socks 
All with Maroon/Sky Blue trim 


Coach: Les DeCelis 


1. CAMERON MOORE 
2. PAUL NICOLAOU 
3. LIAM CAMERON 
4. MOUSSA CHAHINE 
5. DANIEL CUNNINGHAM 
6, JOSEPH CIANO 
7. ROBBIE CAMPAGNA 
8. MICHAEL O'RILEY 
9. ROBERT TRIMBOLI 
10. ANTHONY MAZZA 
11. FRANCESCO ZARRELLA 
12. DAVID HUTCHINSON 
13. JOSH DE’KELLY 


14. PETER TALCEVSKI 
15. MARIO RACITI 
16, RADE UNIPAN 

17, JONATHAN FARIAS 

30. MARK CARBONE 

COACH: JOHN ROMEO 
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ou) SUPER LEAGUE 


David Phillips Field - Sunday 13 February - Kick Off 6.00pm 


1. Costa Anastasiadis 
2. David Segreto 


10. 
11: 


12. Aaron Holst 


Team Colours ae 

14. 

Red Shirts-Blue sides- 15. 
white collar 

Blue Shorts 16. 

Blue Socks-white/red stripes 7: 

Coach: John Calleja 18. 

22. 


3. Mathew Dihm 
4. Craig Sharpley 
5. John Pillemer 
6. Matt Shepherd 
7. Yavuz Ekinci 

8. Rudy Jerkovic 
9. Jimmy Aschner 


Steve McComb 
Peter Pullicino 


Talat Kice 
Menios Mitakidis 
Murat Kuru 
Malcolm Nicholls 
Ben Deighan 
David Blinoff 

Leo Premutico 


BANKSTOWN CITY 


LIONS 


1. Zlatko Joseski 

2. Tony Joseski 

3. Tony Trpceski 

4. Richard Luksic 

5. Mark Abi-Arrage 
6. Kire Grozdanovski 
7. Nabil Kodmani 

8. George Issa 

9. Goce Trposki 

10. Damien Zane 

11. Robert Issa 

12. Michael Lemazina 
13. Anthony Kanaan 
14. Sasho Talevski 
15. Kire Josevski 

16. Bryan Raeburn 
17. Hossam Nouh 
18. George Haniotis 
19. Zia Younan 

20. Cem Akili 


Gold & Red S| 
Red & Gold 


C 


1. CEM AKILI 
2. PANDE NIKOLOVSK! 
3. BEKIM AHMEDI * 
4. ALEN STAJCIC 
5. DAVID PINTOS 
6. RODNEY LOCK 
7. ALEX ARDONE 
8. NICK MASTLINKOVSKI 
9, ANDREW STRAGYLOS 
10. LARRY TRAJKOVSK! 
11. JOHNNY PARCIO 
42. MARK LANCASTER 
RG: ADAM KURTZ 
13. JOHNNY KAPARIZOV 
16. SEFER YILIDIZ 
17. PAUL PARRAS 
20. TOM BRISKOVSKI 
COACH: ALEN STAJCIC 


12/2/00 


1. ADRIAN MARCELINO 
2. ZORAN CVETKOVSKI 
3. STEVEN ROLEVSKI 
4. BILL SOTIROPOULOS 
5. TOM MARKOVSKI 
6. BEN SHRIMPTON 
7. STEVEN STEVANOVSKI 
8. CHRIS FALLICO 
9. HASSAN BULLI 
10. MATTHEW POLLARD 
11. CHRIS NESTOROVSKI 
12. JEVAT ASANOSKI 
14. JEHAD KASSEM 
15. ELIAS OCHOA 
16. CARLOS ARANGO 
17. NICK GORGIOSKI 
18. ALBERT CICEK 
19. JOSEPH MALVASO 
20. JOHN ANGELKOVSKI 


Eastern Suburbs 


would like to thank the following sponsors: 


Home Ground: Wentworth Park, Wentworth Park Roa 
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Match Facts...Match Fact 


NSW Super League Round 5 


Goal Feast 
in the Heat 


Except for Bankstown and Fairfield who played on 


Sunday, Super League was played in hot conditions on the 
weekend, with Sydney having a few days of unusual, once 
traditional, Australian summer. 

41 goals were scored in NSW Super League this week- 
end, with the traditional big guns well on target with 
Blacktown, Leichhardt and Bonnyrigg showing the way 
with five goals or more apiece. 

Our match of the round was Macarthur Rams against 
Canterbury Marrickville. 

Blacktown recorded a 5-0 success at St George - see 
our Match Summary below. 

Bonnyrigg also had a feast against Parramatta, as 
described in our Match Summary. 

Central Coast had a win against Penrith Panthers - see 
our Match Summary. 


In other games: 

Leichhardt Tigers found the so-far pointless Eastern 
Suburbs quite a handful at Lambert Park but came out 
eventual winners, 5-2. 

Manly-Warringah recorded their first win with a 42 
success over Sutherland at Cromer Park. 

Bankstown caught up twice with the Fairfield Bulls in 
their exciting 3-3 tussle at Nineveh Field. 

Central Coast and Leichhardt remain unbeaten as is 
Bankstown, with Blacktown and Canterbury applying the 
early pressure. 

By the way - if you don’t see your team’s games sum- 
marised in Super Soccer, talk to your club and ask why! 
Super Soccer can’t get to every match, but clubs know 
they’re more than welcome to submit match summaries in 
the format below and we'll make sure they’re printed for 
fans to read about. 


Penrith Panthers v 
Central Coast 


Andrews Road Field, 5 February 


Penrith Panthers 0 - Central Coast 4 (Byrn 45m/50m, Knight 55m, 
Ritchie 77m) 


Penrith Panthers: Martin, Worobiej, Collins, Davies, Buckpitt, 
Borsato, B Casserly, Tehliwec, Hinton (Radic), Thomas (A Driene), 
Picken (Astone) 


Shots: 11 

Corners: 11 

Free Kicks: 9 

Cautions: Davies, B Casserly, Picken, Buckpitt 


Central Coast: Meier, Matthews, Steele, Drysdale, Peatey, Preston 
(oper), Knight (Leary), Byrn (Marshall), Roberts, Ritchie, Sontag 


Shots: 14 
Corners: 9 
Free Kicks: 13 


Cautions: Leary 
Super Soccer Rating: 3 


Summary: In very hot conditions, Central Coast played a great 
team game to overcome a young Penrith side. The first half was 
fairly even until right on half-time. Nathan Byrn capitalised on 
fine work from Shane Knight to head home the first goal. The 
second half belonged to Central Coast as they lifted, and Penrith 
dropped away. Second half goals to Byrn, Knight and Ritchie 
gave Coasties a 4-0 win. 
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Match Facts...Match Fact 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles V 
Parramatta Eagles 


Serbian Centre, 5 February 


Bonnyrigg 6 (own goal 14’, Ghisso 35’, Mancino 62’, Reid 63’, 
Gunn 83’, Luff 89’) - Parramatta 1 (Bazdaric 6’) 


Bonnyrigg: Bozic (Akbal 89’), Green, Dragas, Reid (Gunn 75’), 
Mancino, Harding, Ghisso, Devrimol (Utjesenovic 80’), 
Hawrysiuk, Van Bentum, Luff 


Shots: 18 

Corners: 4 

Fouls: 11 

Cautions: Devrimol, Hawrysiuk 


Parramatta: Holmes, S Xuereb, M Meilak, Reveley, Bazdaric, 
Trpkoski, Anderson, Joseski, G Meilak, Chipps, Kimber 
(Hardiman 45’) Sub: Mittiga 


Shots: 11 
Corners: 2 
Fouls: 6 
Booked: Mittiga 


Super Soccer Rating: 5 


Summary: In an awesome display of attacking football, the 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles thrashed Parramatta Eagles 6-1 in sti- 
fling conditions at the Serbian Centre. Parramatta’s only joy in 
the match was a clinical header from Tom Bazdaric in the 6th 
minute. Led by charging right wing-back Ben Green, Bonnyrigg 
continually cut Parramatta’s defence to pieces and their pres- 
sure paid off in the 14th minute when an Eagles defender 
deflected the ball into his own net. The extremely dangerous 
Johnny Ghisso made it 2-1 when he struck a fantastic shot past 
Parramatta ‘keeper Jason Holmes in the 35th minute. In the sec- 
ond half, two quick goals to Javier Mancino and David Reid 
effectively sealed the points for Bonnyrigg. Substitute Leigh 
Gunn made it 5-1 with a simple tap-in after good forward work 
by Ghisso and Colin Luff capped off a tremendous team perfor- 
mance. Gunn chipped Holmes with the outside of his right foot 
in the final moments of the match. 


18 ¢ Super Soccer ¢ February 10, 2000 © Vol 9, Issue 6 


St George v 
Blacktown City 


St George Stadium, 5 February 


St George 0 - Blacktown City 5 (Hagger 9’ Langan 42’ Bradley 58’ 
Sermanni 70’ Riches 80’) 


Referee : Alex Spiroski 


St George : Stacey Alogdellis, George Maglis (Nick Boliantis 24’), 

Michael Kladis, Mark Brennan, Max Sevares, Cameron Watson, 
Evangelos Petratos (Simon Verrender 60’), Jim Bakis, Elias 
Augerinos, Matthew Galea, Stefan Janic (Achilleas Markopoulos 
46’). 


Shots : 13 

Corners : 6 

Fouls : 12 

Cautions : Bakis 36’ 

Sent Off : Watson 24’ (Stomping) 


Blacktown City : Fernando Greco, Steve Riches, Chris Bradley, 
Damon Langan, Paul Dee, Peter Sermanni, Mark Hagger, Damien 
Brown, Mathew Lowe, Paul Richardson (Jason Bennett 56’), 
Naoki Imaya. 


Shots : 21 
Corners : 2 
Fouls : 12 
Cautions : Nil 


Super Soccer Rating : 4 


Summary: The Demons notched their third win in five starts 
when they beat a hapless St George in oppressive conditions at 
St George Stadium. The match was not without its fair share of 
controversy when referee Alex Spiroski dismissed Cameron 
Watson in the 24th minute for stomping after a clash with the 
Demons midfielder Paul Richardson. At 1-0 down and with ten 
men the Saints were gallant, but superior numbers and the heat 
took their toll and the side conceded a further four goals before 
the final whistle. Mark Hagger got the Blacktown side rolling 
as early as the ninth minute when Imaya broke through the St 
George offside trap and set up Hagger for an easy tap in. Langan 
followed with the second a few minutes prior to half-time with 
almost a replay of the first goal set up by a great run from Peter 
Sermanni. Chris Bradley, Peter Sermanni and Steve Riches fin- 
ished the scoring in the second half for Blacktown, while St 
George were further reduced to nine men ten minutes from the 
end when Nick Boliantis was taken from the field on a stretch- 
er. 


A veritable feast of goals in round 5 with 
every team bar St George and Penrith getting 
at least one goal on the scorebaord. Maybe it 
was the hot weather but whatever it was the 
Leichhardt Tigers and the Central Coast 
Coasties still remain top of the table with 13 


points from 5 starts. 


Pluim Park will be the place to be on the Holiday coast this 
Saturday evening when the Coasties host the unlucky St George 
Saints in the first home game for 2000. A large crowd should be 
on hand to see this one between two teams who both play attack- 
ing brands of football. St George coach John Sentas is looking for- 
ward to the game but admits there will be a bit of pressure on his 
side to take the three points and remain in touch with the lead- 
ing sides in the competition. Injury concerns to skipper Mark 
Brennan (hamstring) and Nick Boliantis (concussion) may mean a 
few changes in the camp but overall the mood is still positive 
after last weekend’s heavy loss. The last time the Central Coast 
hosted St George was way back on April 13th 1998. The Coasties 
absolutely shelacked the Saints 5-0 with Derek Caisley scoring 4 
goals and Paul Roberts one. However, this is not the highest scor- 
ing game between the two sides because way back on July 7th 
1996 the Saints travelled to Pluim Park and spanked the newly 
promoted Coasties 7-1 with current Tigers’ skipper, Steve 
Karavatakis and current Newcastle Breakers striker John 
Buonavoglia, both scoring a hat-trick. One thing is certain - this 


game looks to be a tough one and it would be a brave man to pick 


What the ratings mean: 
Should have stayed home 


Average game 
A good contest 
We’re glad we went 


A real cracker! 


Round 6 preview 


the winner of this. 


Over at the Gabbie Stadium Blacktown City, fresh from a 5-0 
win over St George, will meet old rivals the Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles in what also shapes up as a strong match. The Gabbie 
Stadium is looking an absolute picture according to Demons boss 
Brian ‘Bomber’ Brown so some good football should be on display 
for the fans. Blacktown should have skipper Damien Foxe and 
Paul Yates available while the improving form of both Mark Hagger 
and Naoki Imaya is pleasing to see. Bonnyrigg supremo John 
Turner is also looking forward to the clash as his side has finally 
shown just what they are capable of with a six goal haul against 
the Parramatta Eagles. Turner said he was a relieved man after his 
side beat the Eagles and with no injuries in the camp both squads 
will be at full strength. There have been 16 league meetings 
between Blacktown and Bonnyrigg with Blacktown winning 9, 
Bonnyrigg 5 with 2 drawn. Bonnyrigg has only ever beaten 
Blacktown at Gabbie Stadium once, back in 1998 by 4-2 so John 


Turner’s side will their work cut out. 


The Sutherland Sharks will make the long trip across town on 
Saturday night to meet the struggling Penrith Panthers at Andrews 
Road Field. After drawing their first match against Macarthur 1-1, 
the Panthers have really struggled conceding 17 goals and scoring 
just one. Sutherland’s form in their last two matches has also been 
poor beaten 4-0 by Bankstown and 42 by Manly-Warringah. 
Although Sutherland has scored 8 goals this season their attack has 
been woeful at times and coach John Lavin, may look at this area 
in order to get some results. It is also reported that midfielder Levi 
Stephen could also be available for the Sharks having arrived last 


The Sutherland Sharks will make the long trip across town on Saturday 


night to meet the struggling Penrith Panthers at Andrews Road Field. 
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week from his native Scotland. 


At Nineveh Field, Manly-Warringah 
fresh from their first win of the season will 
be meeting a fired up Fairfield Bulls. Two 
former Socceroos in Tony Pezzano and Joe 
Watson will be opposing each other as 
coaches and a high quality match is on the 
cards. Bulls duo Matthew Borg and Marc 
Hoenselaars are back in a scoring frame of 
mind and have scored 6 of their sides 8 
goals thus far. A good performance from 
them spells trouble for Manly though Joe 
Watson has been creative with the use of 
Hoenselaars preferring to play him in a 
wide role on the left against Eastern 
Suburbs. Sweeper George Zabetakis has 
also been in good form while defender Phil 
Trehern will return to the Bulls squad from 
Manly-Warringah’s win last 
week against Sutherland was full of merit 
and if Irish midfielder Keith Long can fire it 
could just well be the Dolphins day. 


suspension. 


Sunday night sees a further 3 games to 
complete round 6. The Macarthur Rams 
inflicted Parramatta’s only home loss of the 
1999 season when they beat the Eagles 1-0 
at Melita Stadium on June 6th thanks to a 
goals from current Eastern Suburbs striker, 
Jimmy Aschner. The Eagles had the last 
laugh when they beat the Rams in the 
Minor Semi-Final 3-2, so some revenge 
could well be on the minds of Brian Dene’s 
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side. With both teams losing last week in 
the heat, this game at Melita Stadium on 
Sunday takes on some added significance 
as both need some points to stay in touch 
with the five. In their 8 previous league 
meetings the Eagles have won 5 and the 
Rams 3, but 2 of the Rams 3 wins came last 


season. 


At Henson Park two traditional Super 
League rivals meet when the Berries take 
on the Tigers. Canterbury have not been 
beaten by Leichhardt since 1997 and in 14 
Super League meetings have only lost 3 
times with 4 draws. Last season the Tigers 
were unable to breach the Berries defence 
losing 2-0 and 3-0 respectively but Les 
DeCelis has a far more attacking side at his 
disposal than last year, which will almost 
certainly test the Berries defence. Steve 
Karavatakis is in tremendous form but 
there have been some question marks over 
the Tigers defence. You're only as good as 
your last game they say and when your sit- 
ting on top of the table the Tigers have 
been answering the critics in the best way 
possible - with wins. Jason Oldridge the 
former Stanmore Hawk and Eastern 
Suburbs striker returned to football last 
weekend, scoring a goal in Canterbury’s 
under 21 side. His inclusion in the Berries 
squad will give coach John Xiploitas anoth- 
er option, though quite possibly off the 
bench. The good form of Berries stalwart, 


Steve Christoforidis, is also timely as was 
his double in last week’s win over the 
Rams. 


To complete the round of 
matches, David Phillips Field is 
the the 
Bankstown City Lions will 
meet bottom-placed Eastern 
Suburbs. To say Eastern 
Suburbs are desperate for 


venue where . 


points would be an under 
statement, though the mood in 
the camp continues to remain 
positive around coach John 
Calleja. After a number of 
strong pre-season purchases, 
the Easts squad looks good on 


paper but so far they have 


struggled to covert that 
promise into points. 
Bankstown beat Eastern 


Suburbs in both meetings last 
season, a 4-1 win in round 5 
was followed by a 3-2 win in 
round 16 so the Lions have 
had the wood on _ the 
Wanderers. Bankstown City 
still remain unbeaten follow- 
ing their 3-3 draw with the 
Bulls and have had two away 
wins in 2000 from as many 
starts. Lube Jancev has been 
pleased with the side’s attack- 
ing prowess nailing 7 goals in 
The 
bumpy surface of David 
Phillips could prove a problem 
to both sides who prefer to play 
an attacking style through the 
midfield. 


their past two starts. 


1st grade table 


Season not Complete 
Central Coast Coasties 


Leichhardt Tigers 


Canterbury Marrickville 
Blacktown City Demons 
Bankstown City Lions 


St George Saints 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


Sutherland Sharks 
Macarthur Rams 
Parramatta Eagles 


Manly Warringah Dolphins 


Fairfield Bulls 
Penrith Panthers 
Eastern Suburbs 


21s table 

Season not Complete 
Central Coast Coasties 
Leichhardt Tigers 
Parramatta Eagles 
Canterbury Marrickville 
Penrith Panthers 
Fairfield Bulls 
Blacktown City Demons 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 
Macarthur Rams 

St George Saints 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Sutherland Sharks 
Eastern Suburbs 
Bankstown City Lions 


Results 


Home Team 
Leichhardt Tigers 
St George Saints 
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Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


Macarthur Rams 
Penrith Panthers 


Manly Warringah Dolphins 


Bankstown City Lions 


TIPS 


How are our tipping panel faring? Any better than you? 


Penrith v Sutherland 
Fairfield v Manly Warringah Draw 
Central Coast v St George Central Coast 


Blacktown v Bonnyrigg 


COFAANNNNOWWWAS 
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D Pevenbce Al 
0) sl SN ae 
1 1 2 A Dee7, 
1 ime lO swear 
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2 eee ile! eae 
2 Triage comats 
) Sig: 1-10 
0) ® 5 10 
2 Deeesan x6 
2 eeruGh 128 
2 Qo Teas 13 
3 Pe} ape) 
1 Ane Ag 
Away Team 


v Eastern Suburbs 


v Blacktown City Demons 


v Parramatta Eagles 


v Canterbury Marrickville 
v Central Coast Coasties 
v Sutherland Sharks 


v Fairfield Bulls 


Bonnie Mersiades 
Penrith 


Bonnyrigg 


Parramatta v Macarthur Rams Macarthur 
Canterbury Marrickville v 


Leichhardt 
Eastern Suburbs v 
Bankstown 

Last week 
Cumulative (35) 


Draw 
6 
18 


Canterbury Marrickville Leichhardt 


WwW D L Fi A 
4 1 0 A 3 
4 1 0 17 9 
4 0) 1 14 10 
3 1 1 12 2 
2 3 0 9 4 
3 0 2 8 vA 
2 0 3 11 11 
2 0 3 8 15 
1 2 2 6 6 
1 2 2 8 10 
1 2 2 8 10 
1 1 3 ‘8 11 
0 1 4 2 18 
0 0 5 4 12 
18s table 
GD Pts Season not Complete Peoew D 
3 12 Blacktown City Demons 5 4 1 
5 10 Leichhardt Tigers 5 3 2 
3 10 Macarthur Rams i) 3 2 
3 9 Parramatta Eagles 5 3 i 
3 9 Fairfield Bulls 5 3 0 
3 8 Bonnyrigg White Eagles er 1 
-1 8 Bankstown City Lions alae y 1 
1 6 Central Coast Coasties 5 1 2 
-5 6 Eastern Suburbs 5 1 2 
1 5 Sutherland Sharks 5 1 1 
=2 5 Penrith Panthers 5 0 4 
-5 5 St George Saints Syaagl 1 
-4 3 Manly Warringah Dolphins 5 1 0 
-5 1 Canterbury Marrickville § +30 2 
1st Gd Gd 21 
5 3 3 0 
0 5 3 3 
6 1 1 1 
2 3 1 4 
0 4 1 2 
4 2 is) 2 
3 3 3 3 
Paul Goodwin Mark Fowler Greg Stock 
Sutherland Sutherland Sutherland 
Manly Warringah Fairfield Fairfield 
Ceniral Coast Central Coast Central Coast 
Blacktown Blacktown Blacktown 
Parramatta Parramatta Macarthur 
Draw Leichhardt 
Eastern Suburbs Bankstown Draw 
3 6 3 
15 17 19 


ORWOA WNHNNNNM-OCOOT 


GD 
10 
8 13 
4 12 
10 
5 9 
1 9 
0 6 
-7 6 
0 5 
-2 5 
-2 5 
-3 4 
-16 1 
-8 0 
F A GD 
Quaar2 7 
10 6 4 
6t 2 4 
12eces 9 
10 8 2 
Teceed 3 
5a 8 -3 
Sa rd ae? 
8 9-12 ~-4 
Thay. 0) 
Age 4 
Ave Sera 
eRe) -4 
4 8 -4 
d18 
3 
0 
0 
0 
1 
3 
dl 
Stuart Veitch 
Sutherland 
Draw 
Draw 
Blacktown 
Parramatta 
Leichhardt 
Draw 
6 
22 
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Chad Bishop 
Macarthur Rams 


The Coaches: 


TONY PEZZANO - MORE THAN AN EX -KEEPER 


by Paul Goodwin 


Manly-Warringah can seem a bit of a soc- 
cer outpost for those who don’t live in the 
area. 

Few of their own players in a district 
which has produced many fine athletes 
have, for instance, gone on to the AIS and 
that is despite some creditable achieve- 
ments in junior football by the youth 
league and representative teams over the 
years. 

The Manly-Warringah Dolphins’ coach, 
Tony Pezzano, is not afraid to admit that 
many of the best leave the area for bigger 
and, on the face of it, better Super League 
clubs than this one and he says that he 
couldn’t blame them. 

Up to now, that is. 

For the club - and the district associa- 
tion - now has a development program 
firmly in place and the intention is to have 
a very strong club in the area which will 
prove irresistible to local talent and the 
player drain should, consequently, slow to 
a trickle. 

Tony Pezzano has behind him a long 
and distinguished career as a player and a 
relatively brief, yet increasingly successful, 
one as a coach. 

His playing days are behind him now, 
though he still looks pretty agile when he 
turns out in special games such as the 
recent Ex- Socceroos v a World XI held at 
North Sydney Oval prior to a Northern 
Spirit game. 

That appearance at Spirit Park may be 
connected with a bigger picture the for- 
mer Hakoah/Sydney City,Apia and Marconi 
custodian is keen to paint. 

One of even closer ties between 
Northern Spirit and its neighbouring dis- 
trict association and Super League club, 
the Dolphins. 

Pezzano was room-mates with Spirit 
coach Graham Arnold in their Socceroo 
days and by the time you read this Arnold 
may have made his debut as a player for 
Pezzano’s newly promoted Manly- 
Warringah Dolphins. 

Arnold should be a boon to the 
Dolphins who are short of star quality, but 
not short on local talent or enthusiasm. 

Pezzano has taken the club from the 
bottom of the league, when last relegated, 
into 3rd spot two years ago and then the 
title in 1999. He did that with mostly local 
players. 

Again this year there are many in the 
team who reside on the Peninsula. 


There are a couple of out-of-towners, 
such as Scott McGuire from Newcastle, 
Marten Jagers from Queensland and Keith 
Long from St Patrick’s Athletic, the current 
Irish League champions, who have all 
come in this season. Long, a vital cog in the 
midfield, should be a big asset. He served 
his apprenticeship at Stoke City and then 
spent several seasons at the big Dublin 
club, before coming here for his employ- 
ment. 

Typical of the local is 27 year old Rob 
Smithies who has been playing for NSW 
Second Division Sydney University in 
recent seasons, with success. 

“He’s a wonderful lad, just the type of 
person I want in my side,’ said the ebullient 
Pezzano. 

“He’s a professional in every sense of 
the word and one player I never have to 
worry about. In fact, as he’s a lawyer, he 
was able to help the others to make sure 
they got their contracts sorted out proper- 
ly” he laughed. 

Apart from Smithies, from Terrey Hills, 
St Ives’ boy Steve Hickman, Long and 
Jagers, the side is relatively young. 

Even playmaker Mark Beldham is only 
24 and the very promising Kelvin Foster 
and Tom Mikulski are still only 20 with sev- 
eral years of first grade experience already 
under their belts. 

As a keeper himself, Pezzano is espe- 
cially pleased with the progress of 19 year 
old local Dean McCreath who played the 
last 8 games of last year’s promotion cam- 
paign after being plucked from the Manly- 
Warringah Premier League. 

“McCreath may have the odd inconsis- 
tent game”, Pezzano stresses “but he’ll keep 
his place as he is learning his job very 
well,” 

“When we played Central Coast the 
other week it was quite a thrill for him to 
see such great keepers as Gary Meier and 
Terry Greedy around the place, the 
Dolphins’ former Socceroo goalie report- 
ed. He could, of course, have mentioned 
himself in that eminent group of custodi- 
ans. 

Pezzano believes strongly in nurturing 
young talent. As coach of the NSW State 
team four years ago he brought in around 
8 young players who went on to play NSL 
for the first time. 

The coach intends to do all he can to 
ensure that the latest batch of young 
Manly-Warringah players have the same 


opportunities. 

Pezzano is a great admirer of NSW 
Federation soccer and its leaders, Peter 
Gray, the president and General Manager 
Peter Thorne. 

“They have a great competition and 
they both have great vision for the future,” 
he proclaimed. 

“When they asked me to coach the 
State team and later the First Division side 
which went to New Caledonia last season, 
I was a very proud man.” 

Tony rated those honours on a par with 
national team selection and winning cham- 
pionships with his three NSL clubs. 

Coaching Super League teams also has 
its moments. 

“My side is a bit naive at the moment, 
but they go out there to win and that’s all I 
ask of them.’ 

“This club has a great future. I wouldn’t 
be here if I didn’t believe that” he went on. 

“We have moved on from the days 
when individuals funded clubs like this 
from one day to another. They are now 
running this club as a business and that’s 
the way it’s got to be these days,” he con- 
cluded. 

With Pezzano’s enthusiasm, experience 
and impressive network of contacts, allied 
to the natural talent in the area and the 
appearance in the side of the great Graham 
Arnold, the future indeed looks rosy for the 
many soccer supporters on the northern 
peninsula. 
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FAIRFIELD’S HIGH FLYER 


by Greg Stock 


At the tender age of 25, Fairfield Bulls skip- 
per George Zabetakis is definitely one of the 
most high flying players in Super League. 
Apart from his current 9 to 5 job as a heli- 
copter pilot flying the skies above Sydney, 
the quietly spoken midfielder-come-sweeper 
has already risen through the ranks of Super 
League to play first division football in 
Europe. Not a bad effort for a young lad 
from Hurstville who is still yet to make his 
playing debut at NSL level. 

The meteoric rise in the footballing career of 
George Zabetakis all started with his selec- 
tion in the NSW Schoolboys side in the late 
1980s. Alongside fellow Super League play- 
er Jimmy Aschner, George attracted the atten- 
tion of the Canterbury-Marrickville club 
where he progressed through the ranks to 
make his Super League debut in 1992. After 
rewarding himself with an end of season hol- 
iday to Greece, Zabetakis ended up having 
trials at Banionas and, much to his surprise, 
won himself a three year contract. 

After some protracted negotiations with 
clearances which sidelined the teenager for a 
couple of months, Zabetakis bounced back 
to quickly establish himself in the first team 
squad at right half. It was an experience that 
was almost too hard to believe for a young lad 
who, by his own admission, was a relative 
unknown in Australia. But he adapted to his 
new lifestyle and settled into his new occupa- 
tion as a professional footballer. 

“It was the best experience I’ve ever had. 
The money was brilliant for a 19 year old. You 
literally don’t have to do anything but play foot- 
ball as your looked after in your own apartment 
with a car and whatever you need.” 

“Training was six times a week every morn- 
ing. It wasn’t as intense as say an evening sea- 
son here over a two hour period, because in 
Greece you had all day. You even had your mas- 
sages and therapies so it didn’t work your body 
as hard. The league there was very strong, 
physical and very dirty but it taught me a lot. 
The vision of each player in Greece is phenom- 
enal and it’s something you have to learn very 
quickly if you want to compete.” 

Zabetakis was not alone at Banionas as fel- 
low Australian Steve Refenes was there to keep 


him from getting homesick. 

“Steve Refenes, ex Sydney Olympic and 
Olyroo, was at the club on loan. We used to talk 
a lot but that was right at that stage where he 
had his knee operation twice and he wasn’t 
playing. Peter Lahanas was also playing for 
Appolonos and I spoke with him as well. Eric 
Hristidoulou was with Panathaniakos and I even 
played against him. The Greek media made a 
thing of us walking off the field hand in hand 
having a laugh, but they beat us 3-1 in a Cup 
match. “ 

After eighteen months with Banoinas, 
Zabetakis was transferred to Doxavroinos 
where he came under the attention of the 
Greek national selectors courtesy of his Greek 
born parents. He was selected in the Greek 
national under 20 side and played two games, 
one against Slovenia in a friendly. However, 
what Zabetakis also found out was that there 
was a flip side to being a Greek national. 
Similar to the situation that current Olyroo Bill 
Damianos finds himself in, Zabetakis had to 
serve his eighteen months military service in 
the army. It was not something that George 
had even contemplated, so still possessing his 
Australian passport he opted out and travelled 
toTurkey where he boarded a plane back home. 

It was a huge letdown for the talented mid- 
fielder but things looked up when Wolves coach 
Nick Theodorakopoulos offered him trials. 
Unable to include Zabetakis into his already 
established squad, along came Hurstville City 
Minotaurs coach Peter Sarikakis who threw him 
a lifeline after he had almost given up ona start 
somewhere. Sarikakis had been a fan of George 
since seeing him as a junior and swooped on 
the out of contract midfielder to bolster his first 
division side. 

“George is one of the best defenders play- 
ing football in Australia and should be playing 
NSL. In man to man marking I haven’t seen any 
other player around who can defend like him.“ 

In his debut season with the Minotaurs the 
club had its most successful season ever win- 
ning the minor premiership. “George is proba- 
bly the main reason we won the first division. 
He was the backbone of our side and did some 
wonderful things for us,’ said Sarikakis. 

It was during his stint with the Minotaurs 
that he came under the eagle recruiting eye of 
Bulls coach Joe Watson. Watson was in transit 


between Eastern Suburbs and Fairfield and 
picked out Zabetakis as the type of player he 
needed to transform the Bulls from a first divi- 
sion side into a competitive Super League out- 
fit. 

Watson was convinced of Zabetakis’s 
potential and after a solid start to the 1999 sea- 
son he gave the right sided midfielder the cap- 
tain’s armband for seven games. With Martin 
Driene moving to Penrith in the off-season the 
captaincy was given to George full-time and he 
has now settled down as the team’s on-field 
leader. Watson has reverted him to the defence 
where his contributions have been outstanding. 
It’s a role George is becoming accustomed to at 
a club which feels like his second home. 

“The people at Fairfield are so good. You 
lose and they still pat you on the back. I’ve 
been to plenty of clubs throughout my career 
and you don’t often find that. I am just so very 
happy to be here” 

Despite losing early games, things are look- 
ing up for the Bulls who seem to have turned 
the corner. Zabetakis is very upbeat about their 
chances this season with plenty of games still to 
go. 

“We've been playing some good football 
but it just hasn’t come together for us yet. We 
need to get a little more hungry but I know the 
wins will start to happen as we have the players 
to do it.” 

The corner may have been turned with a 
win over Easts but for Zabetakis he is taking 
each week as it comes. From flying his chop- 
per over Sydney during the week to marshalling 
his team on weekends, its all in a day’s work for 
highflying George Zabetakis. 


with Greg Stock 


Super Soccer presents a 
regular section on Did You 
Know? which gives Super 
Soccer readers a chance to 
ask our resident expert, 
Greg Stock, anything they 
like about soccer in New 
South Wales. Greg is an 
enthusiastic historian of the 
local game and, along with 
colleagues Andrew Howe 
and Thomas Esamie, helps 
to maintain the statistical | 
section of the Oz Soccer 
web site 
(http://ozsoccer.thehub.com 
-au). 


Send your questions to: 

Did you know? 

C/- Super Soccer 

PO Box 6024, Blacktown BC, NSW, 
2148 

or e-mail info@soccernsw.com.au 


If you stump him, we'll give you a 
complimentary double pass to the 
Super League Grand Final in July! 
Please include your name and address 
with your question. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


Over the next few weeks, as we gear up for the start of the ‘winter’ 
competition, we’ll be going through some of the rules of our great game - 
starting with those that lead to the most controversy .... yellows and reds. 
Cautionable Offences 


A player is cautioned and shown the yellow card if he or she commits any of 
the following seven offences. 


1. is guilty of unsporting behaviour 
2. shows dissent by word or action 


3. persistently infringes the Laws of the Game 


& 


. delays the re-start of lay 


oO 


. fails to respect the required distance when 
play is re-started with a corner kick or free 
kick 


6. enters, or re-enters, the field of play without 
the referee’s permission 


7. deliberately leaves the field of play without 
the referee’s permission. 


Sending-off Offences 
A player is sent off and shown the red card 
if he or she commits any of the following 


seven offences. 


1. is guilty of serious foul play 


2. is guilty of violent conduct 

3. spits at an opponent of any other person 

4. denies the opposing team a goal or an obvious goal-scoring opportunity by 
deliberately handling the ball (this does not apply to a goalkeeper within his own 


penalty area) 


5. denies an obvious goal-scoring opportunity to an opponent moving towards the 
player’s goal by an offence punishable by a free kick or a penalty kick 


6. uses offensive, insulting or abusive language 


7. receives a second cautionable offence in the same match. 
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Andrew Howe looks at NSL action. 


A weekend that saw 34 goals 
scored started in Auckland with 
the Kingz defeating Sydney 
United on Friday 1-0. In 
Sydney, the Northern Spirit drew 
2-2 with South Melbourne, while 
over in Adelaide the Force 
scored five after half time to 
record a resounding 6-2 victory 
over the Brisbane Strikers. The 
only Saturday game was in 
Morwell where Gippsland went 
down 1-2 to Carlion. On 
Sunday Marconi played out a 1- 
1 home draw with Perth, the 
Melbourne Knights won at home 
2-1 to end a three game winning 
streak for the Parramatta 
Power, Newcastle upset 
Wollongong 2-1 at Brandon 
Park, and Olympic’s Pablo 
Cardozo scored a hat-trick - 
before he departed for the 
Socceroos tour in Chile - to lead 
his team to a punishing 7-3 
home result over Canberra. 


Round 21 commences in Newcastle 
on Friday when the Breakers come up 
against a demoralised Northern Spirit. 
The Breakers bounced back to form last 
week with an away win over second- 
placed Wollongong, a result which 
silenced Newcastle’s sceptics who 
thought their recent nine-match undefeat- 
ed was mere pretence. In three previous 
meetings the Spirit have never won 
against the Breakers, and it was only a dis- 
puted penalty which saved the Sydney 
team in their 1-1 result at Breakers 
Stadium last year. Northern Spirit will be 
without coach, Graham Arnold, and Luke 
Casserly who was substituted in the 
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Socceroos’ Chile squad for team-mate 
Matthew Bingley, who tore a quad on 
Friday night against South Melbourne. 

Saturday night sees the Adelaide City 
Force visit Parramatta Stadium to take on 
the Power. A Parramatta victory would kill 
off any chances fellow finals’ chasers 
Adelaide City have of making the playoffs. 
Although the Power, in 11th place, are one 
position behind the Force on the ladder, 
the Sydney team has two games in hand 
and victory in both would place them just 
outside the six. Their only previous meet- 
ing was a 2-1 
victory to the 
Force in 
Adelaide. 

An up and 
down season 
for the Brisbane 
Strikers contin- 
ues on Saturday 
when they host 
the Canberra 
Cosmos. ‘A 2-6 
shellacking last week in Adelaide sees the 
Strikers now desperately clinging to their 
top six position. The Cosmos were also 
slaughtered by four last weekend. In ten 
previous encounters Canberra have won 
just once, and there has been just one 
draw. 

The pick of the weekend’s NSL action 
is at the Belmore Sports Ground where 
first placed Olympic play Wollongong, who 
lie second. This will be the 40th time the 
two teams have met, and while the histori- 
cal record greatly favours Olympic - with 
20 wins opposed to Wollongong’s nine - in 
recent years Olympic have found it hard to 
toss the Wolves in Sydney. It was in the 
1995-96 season where Olympic last won 
this fixture in Sydney. Both sides will be 
without their Socceroo players - Cardozo 
for Olylmpic, and Matthew Horsley and 
Scott Chipperfield for Wollongong Wolves. 

Across town at the same time, Sydney 
United play Gippsland in the home team’s 


best chance of securing home points for a 
long time. Both teams have found life hard 
this season - especially lately with just one 
win apiece since the new year. Half of 
these teams’ 16 previous encounters have 
ended drawn, United have won five and 
Gippsland three. Gippsland have not won 
at all in Sydney since 1995. 

On Sunday the in-form Kingz travel 
abroad to take on the erratic South 
Melbourne. While the eighth-placed Kingz 
are positioned slightly higher than their 
upcoming opponents, Souths’ home record 


The pick of the weekend’s NSL action is 
at the Belmore Sports Ground where 
first placed Olympic play Wollongong, 
who lie second. 


. especially against non-Victorian teams - is 

impeccable. It has been four years since 
Souths last lost a home game to a team 
from outside of Victoria. 

Also on Sunday in Melbourne are the 
Marconi Stallions who come up against 
Carlton. With the home ground advan- 
tage, better ladder position (fifth versus 
seventh), a superior head to head record 
(four wins to two), no Brad Maloney, and 
memories of their previous encounter (0-4 
to Carlton at Marconi Stadium), all signs are 
in Carlton’s favour. 

At Perth Oval the Glory will aim to 
make it seven home wins in a row when 
the Melbourne Knights visit on Sunday. It 
was less than three months ago when the 
Knights were belted 6-0 against the Glory 
in Perth. However the more-settled 
Knights are currently in a form run which 
sees them undefeated in five games. Perth 
have won six of the eight previous games 
between the two. 
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by Michael George 


One of the keys to being a 
good soccer player is to be 
physically prepared to play 
soccer. While being intelli- 
gent, the right attitude and 
good ball skills are also 
important, these attributes 
are useless if your body can’t 
handle 90 minutes of very 
physical activity. 


Match fitness, speed and agility, and 
physical endurance are all important in a 
soccer match. If you are flexible and are 
generally healthy, then you are more likely 
to be able to put in a good performance 
for the whole season, without getting 
injured or having to miss a game through 
illness. Being well built also helps, but hay- 
ing too much muscle can be a disadvan- 
tage. This article will list some things you 
should (and shouldn’t) do to prepare your- 
self for 90 minutes (perhaps more) of 
tough, physical soccer. 


Match Fitness 


Match fitness means the type of fitness 
you need to play a game of soccer without 
getting puffed or your legs turning to jelly 
(it’s even worse when it feels like they’ve 
been filled with lead). 

The obvious way to gain match fitness 
is to play soccer matches, but the improve- 
ments are slow if you only play once a 
week so it’s good to do some extra training 
once or twice during the week. 

Sprint training is the best way to 
improve your match fitness, and adding 
elements of circuit training can also be 


effective. Here’s a simple activity that you 
can do by yourself or with some friends: 

Starting on the goal line, jog to the 
halfway line. Once you run over the 
halfway line, run at 90% of your top speed 
to the other goal line. Run over the line, 
then, without stopping, turn around and 
jog slowly back to the halfway line. 

You should be able to get most of your 
breath back as you jog back to the halfway 
line. 

Again, when you reach the halfway 
line, run at 90% to the other goal line, with- 
out stopping, turn around and jog back to 
the halfway line. 

Continue this until you’re stuffed and 
then have a well-earned rest. Remember 
how many times up and back you did, and 
next time try to do more. You should get to 
the stage were you can do this for at least 
half an hour. 

Fitness training is very exhausting, so 
you should aim to train hard for about an 
hour. If you can go longer, all the better, 
but there’s no need to train for longer than 
two hours because, unless there’s a penalty 
shootout, there’s not going to be any soc- 
cer matches that go for longer than two 
hours. 


Speed and Agility 


Speed and agility are hard to improve 
in training. Agility is the ability to move 
your body quickly, particularly being able 
to change direction quickly. Quick reac- 
tions will give you an edge over other play- 
ers. Sprint training helps improve speed 
and agility, but it is most effective when 
you train with your team. Your coach 
should have some activities, mostly con- 
fined to small areas like the penalty box, 
that combine improving agility and ball 
skills. 


Important! 


When you're trying to improve your 
speed you must put all your effort in. If 
you don’t train at 100% then you are wast- 
ing your time. 


In case you’re wondering how fast is 
fast enough, prospective Joeys (Under 17 
players for Australia) are required to run 20 
metres in less than three seconds. 


Flexibility 


Flexibility is often overlooked in the 
development of young soccer players. 
Flexibility improves balance, agility, and 
makes all your ball skills seem more com- 
fortable. Flexibility is also the key to a 
long, injury free soccer career. Increasing 
flexibility is simple - it just requires persis- 
tence. Here’s how: 


1.Develop a stretching routine that you 
find comfortable, and conduct the rou- 
tine twice a day. First thing in the morn- 

« ing and last thing at night is usually best. 
Soon you will find that you feel strange 
if you haven’t stretched. 

2.Your routine should last for about 10 to 
20 minutes. 

3.Your routine should include every major 
muscle in the body. However, as a soccer 
player you should pay particular atten- 
tion to your neck, lower back, groin, 
hamstrings, quadriceps, calves and 
ankles. 

4. It’s important to hold each stretch for at 
least ten seconds. Don’t over-stretch: it 
isn’t meant to be painful. 


While not critical to play soccer well, 
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being solidly built is certainly an 
advantage. 

Having a bit of muscle makes 
you more solid in tackles and gives 
you the edge when contesting for 
the ball. It also helps to give you a 
better on-field presence. A combi- 
nation of weights training and prop- 
er diet is the best way to build mus- 
cles. Here are some important 
points about doing weights. 


1.Doing weights while you're still 
growing can have bad side 
effects. We recommend no 
weights training for anyone under 
16 years of age. 

2.When doing weights it’s impor- 
tant to work the whole body, 
don’t just concentrate on certain 
muscles. If you work only certain 
parts of your body then your 
body gets out of proportion and 
this affects your balance. 

3.Don’t overdo the weight training - 
remember the bulkier you get, the less 
agile you become. Try to stick to your 
correct height-weight ratio, and you 
should be OK. 

4. It’s also very important to maintain your 
flexibility exercises because, just like 
agility, flexibility is reduced when you 
gain muscle. 


For those too young to do weights, you 
can start at about the age of 13 to do body 
weight exercises. There are many body- 
weight exercises that are just as effective 
as using weights. Bodyweight exercises 
are exercises where you use your own 
body as weight, instead of weights like 
dumbbells and barbells. Push-ups, chin- 
ups and sit-ups are all excellent for grow- 
ing bodies. A great variety of exercises can 
be used with a bit of imagination. Here’s a 


list of examples: 


1. Push-ups- 
e Try with your hands wide apart, or right 
next to each other in front of your chest 
° Try doing push-ups with your feet raised. 
Put your feet on your bed or something 
and put your hands on the ground. 


2. Pull-ups- 

eAn underhand grip will work your 
biceps, while an overhand grip will work 
your shoulders and back. 

° Again, try with your hand wide apart or 
close together, to work different muscles. 

¢ Be sure to lower yourself completely. If 
you don’t, you're only doing half the exer- 
cise 

* Keep the pull-ups under control - don’t 
start swinging. 


3. Sit-ups- 


* Normal sit-ups work your upper stomach 


G PLAYERS 


muscles. 

¢ Try lying on your back and raising your 
legs until they’re vertical, then lower 
them until they’re horizontal. At no stage 
let your heels touch the ground. This 
exercise works your lower stomach mus- 
cles. 

¢ Doing sit-ups with a twist in them works 
the stomach muscles on your sides. 


Above all else, take care of your body. 
Without it there’s no way you can play soc- 
cer. 


Eat well, and keep in good shape. If 
you are serious about your soccer then 
you'll avoid smoking and drug use, and 
only drink alcohol sparingly. Treat your 
body well, and it will return the favour by 
increasing your performance on the soccer 
field and enable you to get many years of 
enjoyment out of playing. 


be it! 
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With just over 100 
Australians playing overseas, 


“home” is often very different 
from where our players grew 
up in the suburbs of 
Australia’s major cities (or 
country towns in some cases). 


For Socceroo captain, Paul Okon, home 
for the past four years has been Italy - first- 
ly with Lazio of Rome and, for the current 
season, in Florence, the city of the 
Renaissance which was the centre of cul- 
tural and political development in Europe. 


The shop-lined Ponte Vecchio, the 
trademark Duomo, the gem-filled Uffizi 
Gallery, the turreted Piazza della Signoria 
and the Medici Chapels are all part of the 
landscape - along with the local football 
team, Fiorentina and the Artemio Franchi 
stadium. 


Described by experts as having “sub- 
lime skills” and widely considered as the 
most talented Australian player to date, 
Paul’s team mates at Fiorentina include 


Argentina’s swashbuckling Gabriel 
Batistuta and Yugoslavia’s Predrag 
Mijatovic. 


We asked Paul Okon to tell us about 
what he gets up to when he’s not playing 
or training in his home-away-from home in 
Firenze. 


1 LIKE ... 


After living in Rome, which is a very 
busy city, for three years, it was a change to 
come to a city like Florence, where every- 


with Paul Okon 


thing is more relaxed and not so hectic. 
The weather in Florence is hotter than 
Rome in the summer and colder in the 
winter. 


I PLAY .... 


At Fiorentina, we train every day. The 
day before the match we have a session in 
the morning and afterwards we go directly 
into camp. Having so many high profile 
players helps the squad overall because 
with the Italian Cup, the Championship 
and European competitions, it becomes dif- 
ficult with the amount of games we have in 
one season. Playing with the big name 
players we have is a great experience for 
me. 


I spend my free time in many ways. My 
brother is here with me and we may go 
shopping together. I like watching televi- 
sion, listening to music, playing around 
with my computer, swimming - and just 
generally relaxing as much as possible. 


1EAT ... 


I don’t follow any type of time, but I 
also watch what I eat as it’s very important 
for a footballer. Basically, I eat different 
types of pasta, fish, meat and salads. My 
favourite place to eat out is a restaurant in 
Rome called Il Caminetto. My favourite 
meal there is Tortellini Aurora, which I 


always eat when I go there. 


Generally, I read the Italian sports 
newspapers. I also read the newspapers 
from England to see how my friend, Mark 
Bosnich, is doing and to follow other 
Australian players playing in the UK gener- 
ally. My parents keep me up-to-date with 
the NSL, and I also look at the Internet a 
fair bit. 


| WATCH... 


I like to watch a variety of television 
I enjoy watching Formula One 
races, and I also like to watch tennis - par- 
ticularly Pat Rafter. When the Italian Open 
is played, my brother and I go to Rome to 


shows. 


watch his matches. 


1 LOOK FORWARD 10... 


One day going home to Sydney and 
staying involved in soccer some way. 


I'M COMMITTED TO ... 


I am really looking forward to the next 
World Cup campaign. After not qualifying 
for the last one, everyone was devastated. I 
think that all the players who will be 
involved in the next campaign will be so 
determined to show the rest of the world 
that Australia has a role to play in the world 
of football - now and in the future. I am 
totally committed to being part of that. 
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Strength 


A few weeks ago we looked at 
the number of NSW players in 
national teams and the 
number of players from NSW 
who are playing overseas, as 
two measures of the strength 
of football in this State. 
Continuing our series, this 
week we look at the history of 
NSW teams in the national 
league in this two-part article 
from Andrew Howe - starting 
with the years 1977 to 1986. 


Part one - 1977 to 1986 


Since the formation in 1977 of the 
National Soccer League (NSL) - the first 
football code in the country to go national 
- the dominance of the New South Wales 
clubs has been quite remarkable. 

So remarkable in fact that even though 
no NSW-based team has won a national 
championship since 1993, the State has 
still won significantly more titles (11) than 
any other (Victoria has won 7, South 
Australia 4 and Queensland 1) and almost 
as many as all other States combined (12). 

Even in the pre-NSL days there were 
several signs which pointed to the relative 
strength of NSW. 

Between 1962 and 1968, the strongest 
teams of the nation’s State leagues played 
annually for the Australia Cup - and NSW 
clubs won four of the seven titles. And a 
rather more telling factor of the State’s 
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superiority was shown when the squad for 
Australia’s one and only World Cup partici- 
pation in 1974 was announced: NSW clubs 
provided 19 of the 22 players. 

Despite the dominance of the State on 
the national stage throughout the 1960s 
and early 19702, by the mid-70s it was 
apparent that the NSW clubs needed a 
The State 
league had become stale, and since the 


major dose of revitalisation. 


scrapping of the Australia Cup there was 
no regular major competition with clubs 
from the other States. Proof of the waning 
interest lay in State league crowd trends. 
In the NSW top division in 1963, the aver- 
age attendance at games (excluding finals 
and cup games) was 3,400, which declined 
almost linearly to a measly 1,700 in 1976. 
The spark for renewed interest in the 
code was the launch of the national league 
in 1977. Five NSW clubs were inaugural 
members of the 14 team league: Marconi, 
St George, Sydney City, Sydney Olympic 
and Western Suburbs. The unfashionable 
Western Suburbs, playing out of Englefield 
Stadium in Dural in Sydney’s north, were 
the early pacesetters of the first season 
after winning each of their first five games. 
However, by season’s end it was a battle 
between Sydney rivals Marconi and Sydney 
City for the first NSL championship. In 


these days there were no finals played to 
determine the champion team, and by fin- 
ishing the 1977 league in first position on 
the premiership ladder - albeit only on goal 
difference from Marconi - Sydney City won 


the inaugural NSL title. 
For the 1978 season, and following the 
relegation of Melbourne club 


Mooroolbark, the newly-formed Newcastle 
KB United were promoted to the national 
league. The club was sponsored by Tooths 
brewery, hence the ‘KB’ - the name of one 
of the most popular beers of the time. 
Newcastle’s first game - a 1-4 loss to Sydney 
City at the International Sports Centre 
(ow home of the Newcastle Knights 
rugby league team) - was watched by 
15,067, which was more than the total of 
all 13 of Mooroolbark’s 1977 home gates! 
Following their success in 1977, Sydney 
City came close to also winning the 1978 
national title, finishing second and just one 
point behind West Adelaide. 

Lack of both financial backing and 
home crowds led to the demise of Western 
Suburbs after 1978. The club originally 
merged with - but was eventually bought 
out by - APIA Leichhardt, who replaced 
Wests in the 1979 season. 

The trophy returned to NSW in 1979 
when Les Scheinflug coached Marconi to 
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the premiership. At the other end of the 
table, Sydney Olympic finished second last 
and were relegated to the 1980 NSW State 
League. South Melbourne avoided the 
drop despite finishing last. Blacktown City 


replaced Olympic in the 1980 NSL. 

It was another since-prominent coach 
on the national scene who then led the 
most resounding run in NSL history. 
Sydney City, with Eddie Thomson as boss, 


won the NSL title in 1980, 1981 and 1982 
with a team known for a tough and uncom- 
promising style of play. 

Strong bids from Wollongong City, a 
revitalised Olympic and Melbourne club 
Preston Makedonia led to the promotion of 
the NSL in 1981. 
Wollongong were descendants of South 
Coast United, one of the strongest NSW 
clubs of the 1960s and early 1970s. 
Combined with the relegation of St 
George, who finished last in the 1980 sea- 
son, the League expanded from 14 to 16 
teams in 1981. The Saints regained NSL sta- 
tus in 1982 at the expense of Blacktown 
City. It was yet another national coach at 
the helm of 1983 champions St George. 

Frank Arok, called back from his native 
Yugoslavia to rescue the Saints after they 
had been relegated from the NSL just three 
years earlier, performed a remarkable job 


these clubs to 


to secure the national championship with 
a very young squad which featured the 
likes of 18 year old Robbie Slater. 

After promising so much in its very 
early years, by the early to mid 1980s gen- 
eral interest in the NSL was disappearing. 
Commercial TV coverage, where the 0-10 
network presented a weekly NSL review 
program, ceased in 1980. The League’s first 
naming rights sponsor - Philips Industries - 
who had largely financed the league in its 
infancy pulled out in 1981. And by 1983, 
average crowds had dropped to 2,600 after 
peaking at 4,600 in 1978. 

In response, the NSL executive instigat- 
ed major change to the League for the 
1984 season. The single 16 team league 
which had existed since 1981 was trans- 
formed into two 12 team conferences. The 
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conferences were formed on a geographic 
basis - with NSW and ACT clubs making up 
the ‘northern’ conference and the remain- 
ing clubs forming the ‘southern’ confer- 
ence. 

NSW entrants into the 1984 League 
included established State League clubs 
Sydney Croatia (now Sydney United), 
Parramatta (Melita) Eagles and, reappear- 
ing in the NSL after a two year absence, 
Blacktown City. The remaining NSW place 
went to the newly-formed Penrith City - 
playing out of Cook Park - who controver- 
sially gained its place at the expense of 
strong NSW club Sutherland. Controversy 
raged again when Parramatta were relegat- 
ed at the conclusion of the 1984 NSL, 
despite finishing nine points clear of last- 
placed Wollongong City. The Illawarra 
team were saved due to their geographic 
status. The Eagles’ demotion paved the 
way for Inter Monaro’s entry into the 1985 
season. In 1986, Canterbury Marrickville 
gained NSL status at the expense of 
Penrith City. 

The 1984 NSL restructure also 
involved the incorporation of a finals sys- 
tem to determine the champion team. In 
the dual-conference league, the grand final 


winners of each conference played off for 
the national championship over two legs in 
a home and away national grand final. 

The northern conference champions 
lost in all three national grand finals played 
from 1984 to 1986. Sydney Olympic went 
down in the 1984 grand final 2-4 on aggre- 
gate to South Melbourne after losing both 
legs 1-2. In 1985 Sydney City lost 0-2 to 
Brunswick Juventus after being defeated 0- 
1 in both legs. Olympic reached the 
national final again in 1986, but, despite 
winning the first (away) leg 1-0, lost 2-3 on 
aggregate to Adelaide City after going 
down in the second leg 1-3. 

With regular season average crowds 
falling even further - to an all-time low of 
2,200 in 1985 - and a perceived drop in play- 
ing standards, the NSL reverted to a single 
conference league after the 1986 season. 

However, one positive to come out of 
the 198486 dual-conference experiment 
was the success of the finals system. 
Crowds of 10,000-plus at domestic soccer 
league games were very rare up until the 
first NSL finals series in 1984. Yet, in the 
finals series’ of 1984 to 1986, the 10,000 
mark was reached on 10 occasions. This 
provided a financial and promotional wind- 
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fall for the cash- and attention-strapped 
league. 
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. Which NSL club has a mas- 
cot called Thor? (2 words) 

. Which club does Tony Vidmar 

currently play for? (2 words) 

What is the name of 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles’ 

home ground? (2 words) 

6. Which two colours, other 

than white, do the Central 

Coast Coasties play in? 

When the ball goes out over 

the sideline, play is restarted 

with a ae 

11. Which country hosted the 

1993 Youth World Cup? 
14. Which country won the 
1993 Copa America? 

15. Who coaches Sydney 
Olympic? (2 words) 

. Which club does Kasey 
Wehrman currently play for? 
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3. Who scored the opening goal in the Socceroos vs FIFA World Stars match in 
1999? (2 words) 

5. Which NSL club does Lee Sterrey coach? (2 words) 

7. Who scored the only goal when the Socceroos played South Korea in February 16 
1998? (2 words) 


9. Parramatta Melita Eagles player Tom 
10. What nationality is Gianfranco Zola? 


(2 words) 
21. Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


12. Which Super League team does George Zabetakis play for? (2 words) player Javier 
13. Which country does David Ginola play for? 99: Which Mexican elubndia 
17. Who is the captain of Parramatta Power? (2 words) 
18. Name of a simple two-person passing tactic, where the person receives the 
ball and immediately passes it back. Championship group 
19. Young English player Michael _____ matches? 
20. Which country defeated the Young Socceroos in the 1997 Youth World Cup 24. Which team were the 1987 
quanteninals? NSL Champions? 
23. Which park do the Leichhardt Tigers play their home games at? 26. What colour card is used to 
26. What colour card is used to send a player from the field? send a player from the 
25. Which Manchester United striker recently released his autobiography? (2 field? 
words) 
27. Which Northern Spirit player was out of form when he returned from overseas 
during the 1999-2000 season? (2 words) 


South Melbourne play dur- 
ing the 2000 World Club 
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Editorial 


What a goal feast for Super League fans over last weekend, as Super 
League hots up in every way! 


A total of 41 goals was scored in the seven first grade matches, aver- 
aging 5.86 per game compared with 87 goals, averaging 3.11 per 
game, over the previous four rounds. Maybe it’s not such fun for the 
defenders and goal keepers in the competition, but fans certainly 
like to see goals - whether they be spectacular, bizarre or just plain 


lucky. 


The 21s also scored a generous 4.57 goals per game (32 in total), 
while the 18s were less profligate with only 18 goals at 2.57 per 
game. 


The NSL also saw 34 goals in eight games over the weekend at 4.25 
goals per game. 


In Super League so far, the best attacking record goes to Leichhardt 
Tigers who have scored 39 goals across all three grades while the 
best defensive record across all grades belongs to Blacktown City 
with only 12 goals scored against them. Steve Karavatakis of 
Leichhardt has scored 18% of all of the club’s goals, or 41% of the 
first grade goals. 


The weekend’s record was despite - or perhaps because of - heat 
wave conditions. At kick-off for some games, the mercury was as 
high as 40 degrees Celsius on the ground. 


While no game was called-off as being unsafe to play, clubs took 
some practical approaches to coping with the heat, particularly for 
the 18s kicking-off at 3.00pm with ‘quarter-time’ drinks breaks intro- 
duced in some instances. Of course, the conditions raise the ques- 
tion of “safe” playing conditions, but generally speaking the experi- 
ence since the introduction of soccer ia summer with the NSL, and 
now Super League, is that conditions are not likely to be deemed 
unsafe due to heat. 


Perth Glory General Manager, Roger Lefort, says that his club expe- 
riences hot and dry conditions frequently during the NSL season. 


“It’s not pleasant, and visiting clubs don’t like it, but if players have 
plenty of fluids before the game, are able to have access to more dur- 
ing the game, and don’t let themselves get to the point where they 
dehydrate, it is not considered to be unsafe.” 


NSW Referee Co-ordinator, Ron Beaumont, confirms that referees 
are encouraged not to interfere with players having drinks at any 
time, but particularly in the unusual conditions experienced on the 
weekend. 


So - enjoy your football, remember the sunscreen, and keep up the 
Pepsi All Sport before and during the game! 


PS. Good luck to the Socceroos as they take on Chile, Slovakia and 
Bulgaria in the coming week. 


Bonnie Mersiades 
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GAMES IN NSW 
THIS WEEK 


All games 7.00pm (ist grade), 5.00pm (21s), 3.00pm (18s) unless otherwise stated. 


Friday 11 February 
Newcastle Breakers v Northern Spirit, Breakers Stadium - 7.30pm 


Saturday 12 February 

Penrith Panthers v Sutherland Sharks, Andrews Road Field 
Fairfield v Manly Warringah, Nineveh Field 

Central Coast v St George, Pluim Park 

Blacktown City v Bonnyrigg, Gabbie Stadium 

Parramatta Eagles v Macarthur Rams, Melita Stadium 

Eastern Suburbs v Bankstown, David Phillips Field - 5.00pm (18s) 


Sunday 13 February 

Canterbury Marrickville v Leichhardt, Henson Park 

Eastern Suburbs v Bankstown, David Phillips Field - 6.00pm (1st grade), 
4.00pm (21s) 


Chile v Australia - midday, 10 February Australian time 
Australia v Slovakia - 10.00am, 13 February Australian time 
Australia v Bulgaria - 10.00am, 16 February Austsalian time 


NEXT WEEK 


Saturday 19 February 

St George v Sutherland, St George Stadium 

Bonnyrigg v Central Coast, Serbian Centre 

Macarthur Rams v Blacktown, Lynwood Park 

Penrith Panthers v Fairfield, Andrews Road Field 

Leichhardt v Bankstown, Lambert Park 

Manly Warringah v Eastern Suburbs - 6.00pm (1st grade), 4.00pm (21s) 


Sunday 20 February 


Canterbury Marrickville v Parramatta Eagles, Henson Park 
Manly Warringah v Eastern Suburbs, Cromer Park - 5.00pm (18s) 


Super Leasue 2000 


admission prices 
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